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POLICY PRINCIPLES 

 

Precautionary Principle and science-based decision making 

The Precautionary Principle arose as a result of the Rio Conference in 1992, stating that 

“where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty 

shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent 

environmental degradation.”  

Today, the Precautionary Principle sets the foundation for any environmental and public 

health policy. Threats of harm to human health or the global environment need 

precautionary measures, even if some cause and effect relationships are not fully and 

scientifically established. 

A Precautionary Principle Development Group (ideally containing civil society group) who 

may formally make cases against or for proposed development activities using the 

precautionary principle shall be established.  

 

Polluter Pays Principle 

The Polluter Pays Principle (PPP) is the principle according to which the polluter should 

near the cost of measures to reduce pollution according to the extent of either the damage 

done to society or the exceeding of an acceptable level (standard) of pollution.1 More 

precisely, it means that populations are responsible for the waste and pollution they 

generate either directly or through the payments for the available mitigation and 

management services. 

This principle is also closely linked to the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) concept, 

which seeks to transfer the responsibility dealing with waste from governments to the 

entities producing it, thus internalizing the cost of waste disposal into the cost of the 

                                                      
1 OECD, Glossary of Statistical Terms, 2001 



product.2 Concretely, this means that producers abide to their responsibility when they 

design products minimizing the impact on the environment. 

 

Inclusive environmental development 

It has been widely recognized that the environment underpins development in the broadest 

sense and thus the integration of the environment and development can achieve cost-

effective policies.3 This principle aims at balancing emerging environmental issues, while 

also addressing the development needs of the population. It also stresses the importance of 

undertaking relevant social and scientific investigations to adequately mainstream 

environmental issues into development planning and implementation. 

The relationship between a healthy environment and decent living standards is a very 

complex one and which varies from location to location. But it can also lead to significant 

social and environmental rewards and improvements as more emphasis is put on 

governance structures and public policies to foster sustainable development. 

 

Traditional knowledge, technology and innovation 

The People of Vanuatu have, over the centuries, developed knowledge and practices 

tailored to the context of the Pacific region and which have contributed to the building and 

strengthening of the ni-Vanuatu identity and culture. But this indigenous knowledge can 

also positively contribute to the sustainable management and use of the environment and 

the natural resources. Thus, it appears essential to integrate these traditions and practices 

into the implementation of Vanuatu’s first National Environment Policy, while at the same 

time new technologies and innovation to complement ancestral traditions. 

 

Efficiency, equity & sustainability 

                                                      
2 OECD, Environmental Policy Tools and Evaluation, http://www.oecd.org/env/tools-
evaluation/extendedproducerresponsibility.htm  
3 UNDP, Poverty in Focus, Dimensions of Inclusive Development, Number 23 

http://www.oecd.org/env/tools-evaluation/extendedproducerresponsibility.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/tools-evaluation/extendedproducerresponsibility.htm


International declarations on sustainable development, including the most recent one in 

Rio de Janeiro in 2012, have advanced the notion of three pillars of sustainable 

development: environmental, economic and social. Equity is part of the social pillar and 

closely links with the issue of human development and how it can become more 

environmentally sustainable and equitable. Inequalities are especially unfair when they 

systematically disadvantage specific groups of people because of gender, race or 

geographic location. When we are thinking about policies on sustainability, we cannot 

dissociate them from policies addressing inequalities between and within countries and 

groups.4 Vanuatu experiences specific climatic threats due to its topography, geographic 

location and remoteness. It needs to protect and preserve its resources for present and 

future generations, using an inclusive, sustainable, efficient and equitable (development) 

pathway. It also means that protecting and managing the environment with its goods and 

services is everyone’s responsibility and has to be carried out at the individual and 

collective levels. Getting the message across of a sustainable and socially sound 

environmental management eventually requires the participation of all sectors and 

institutions within the ni-Vanuatu society, but most of all, it requires the active 

involvement of every citizen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
4 UNDP, Why Sustainability and Equity ?, Ch.1 



Purpose of the Policy 
 

The National Environment Policy has the ambition to create a framework that links 
already existing environment-related policies5, while at the same time providing a 
roadmap for Vanuatu’s long-term environmental objectives and actions. Furthermore, not 
only will such a policy be of great benefit to the entire sector, it will also serve as a strategic 
guide for the DEPC, enabling the improvement of existing governance, coordination 
mechanisms, and service delivery. The five high-level policy goals define the national focus 
and priorities for Vanuatu’s environmental action within the next 5 to 10 years. 

 

High Level Policy goals 
 

The high-level policy goals are key aspiration statements that will lead Vanuatu 
towards environmentally sustainable development at the national, provincial and 
local levels. 

 

Green Growth & Clean Development 
Green growth is defined as an approach towards “fostering economic growth and 
development, while ensuring that natural assets continue to provide the resources and 
environmental services on which our well-being relies.”6 And also “the process of 
reconfiguring businesses and infrastructure to deliver better returns on natural, human 
and economic capital investment, while at the same time reducing GHG emissions, 
extracting and using less natural resources, creating less waste and reducing social 
disparities.” 

Development underpins the well-being and economic performance of any nation and is 
usually measured through the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and the Human 
Development Index (HDI). Development and economic growth are thus vital to ensure 
decent living standards and to stimulate innovation, creativity and social cohesion 
within the broader society. But, at the same time, growth can’t come at the expense of 
the environment as any developed country also seeks to allow all its citizens to enjoy a 
free and healthy life in a safe environment. Green growth embodies this balanced 
approach of growing economically while preserving the environment. It recognizes the 
unsustainability of the traditional growth paradigm and identifies new ways of reducing 
environmental impacts of growth through regulation and market-based mechanisms 
that place a cost on unsustainable practices.  

Vanuatu has a wide range of natural resources and the use of these will largely 
contribute to raising incomes and creating employment. It is therefore critical to ensure 
their sustainable extraction and management and put the environment at the forefront 
of any development project.  

                                                      
5 See Appendice, 2. Existing environmental legislation of the Republic of Vanuatu 

6 OECD, « Towards Green Growth », 2011 



The Republic of Vanuatu seeks to transform and rebalance its development approach 
supported equally by economic, social, cultural and environmental pillars.  This 
document reflects the strategic guidance towards ensuring the environmental pillar is 
fully integrated into the national Green Growth development agenda.  

Thus, the Republic of Vanuatu’s high-level goal of Green Growth is to:   

Enhancing economic growth and development through the avoidance of loss of 
biodiversity and unsustainable use of natural resources, and the prevention of 
environmental degradation with a view to improving society’s welfare.7 

In-line with other members of the Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG), Vanuatu’s green 
growth strategies and clean development mechanisms will contribute to a larger 
framework for regional Green Growth through a series of national consultations and 
regular assessments of the country’s green development targets and initiatives.   
 

Multilateral agreements and treaties the Republic of Vanuatu is party to… 

(list to be constituted) 

 

PO 1 New and sustainable sources of energy are explored and eco-efficient mechanisms 
are put in place to optimize energy consumption and meet mitigation and pollution 
objectives 

 Develop and implement Appliance Labeling—informing consumers 
how much electricity an appliance will use8 (DoE, URA) 

 Develop and implement Minimum Energy Performance Standards 
(MEPS)—Electrical products subject to MEPS are required to meet 
a minimum level of efficiency to be sold to consumers  (DoE, URA) 

 Support the implementation of the Public Institution Electrification 
Scheme (PIES) to provide electricity installations to rural schools 
and health facilities that currently do not have supply, using 
renewable energy technologies9 (DoE, Private sector, Provinces) 

 Amend the URA Act to include environmental safeguards and 
mandate that the Utilities Regulatory Authority (URA) ensures 
utility companies compliance with environmental safeguards 
(DEPC, URA, DoE, Private sector) 

 Develop and implement a renewable energy portfolio standard and 
reduce fossil fuel based energy consumption by fostering the 
development of renewable energy: achieving the target of 65% of 
utility-generated electricity from renewable resources by 202010 
(DoE, private sector) 

                                                      
7 MSG declaration for a green growth Framework (draft document of May 2012) 
8 See Annex, ‘Energy’ for project update 
9 See Annex 
10 National Energy Roadmap (NERM) Brief, 4th Priority : « Energy security » 



 Assess the opportunities of market mechanisms for renewable 
energy development and carbon trading (eg. using green 
certificates) (DoE, DoT, private sector) 

 Develop technical standards on the quality of imported material 
including maintenance standards for solar PV and other renewable 
energy related equipment (e.g. post-installation servicing and 
maintenance, capacity of local dealers and service technicians, 
availability of spare parts) (DoE, URA) 

 Mandate that petroleum and LPG11 operating standards must 
clearly set out environmental performance and safety benchmarks, 
and link performance on these standards to license renewal (DoE, 
URA if Act amended) 

 Reduce the share of high cost diesel fuel for base load electricity 
generation, while increasing renewable sources of fuel (PMO, DoT, 
DoI, DEPC) 

 Promote the use of highly energy efficient LEDs for lighting (incl. 
street lighting), and other higher energy efficiency end use 
products (DoE, DoT, private sector) 

 

PO 2 Waste management and disposal is effectively being tackled throughout the country 
and measures to limit air pollution are taken and enforced   

 All waste management activities will, wherever possible, 
contribute to reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and the 
minimization of energy consumption (DEPC, Municipal 
Authorities) 

 Develop national and provincial waste management plans 
according to the provisions of the Waste Management Bill12 (DEPC, 
DoPA, Provinces, Local Authorities, VCC, VCCC) 

 Ensure that waste management is appropriately addressed in 
current or future management and infrastructure planning 
(DEPC) 

 Promote and enable solid waste sorting and recycling/reuse 
programs and facilities (DEPC, Provinces) 

 Outsource collection of waste, landfill operation and recycling 
activities where practical to the private sector and private 
contractors (DEPC, DoT, DoI) 

 Mandate the inclusion of hazardous and quarantine waste disposal 
in waste management plans at all levels (DEPC, DoB) 

 Ensure that the Waste Reduction and Recycling Policy objectives 
are being met by developing national and provincial inventories 

                                                      
11 Liquified Petroleum Gas 
12 Port Vila ,Luganville and Sanma Province already developed their waste management plan. DEPC now 
fosters and coordinates the development of other provinces’ waste management plans through oversea 
trainings. 



or registers of various pollutants and waste types and make these 
inventories publicly available13 (DEPC) 

 Conduct community consultation and awareness on waste 
minimization and pollution prevention practices (using the model 
of the four ‘R’s: Refuse, Reduce; Reuse and Recycle)14, especially 
with school and education programs (DEPC, Provinces) 

 Develop and enforce a fine system for illegal and irresponsible 
waste dumping to incentivize industries and businesses to 
develop proper disposal plans or strategies (i.e. all costs associated 
with collection and disposal)15 and empower the DEPC to have 
the necessary functional means to enforce the fine system 
(DEPC, VCCI) 

 Provide regulatory disincentives to the expansion of merchandise 
imports (e.g. uphold standards on packaging waste) (DoT, DoFA, 
DEPC, DoC) 

 Develop and implement specific regulations to reduce air pollution 
in urban areas16 (vehicles and industries generated) (DEPC, 
Municipal Authorities) 

 

PO 3 Infrastructure in Vanuatu is well planned and eco-efficient (does not unsustainably 
impact the environment)  

 Review the Vanuatu Infrastructure Master Plan (VIMP) to ensure 
that it considers environmental risks and opportunities and amend 
the building code accordingly (PWD, PPU, DEPC, DoTou, private 
sector) 

 Develop and implement specific building codes for energy-saving 
and environmental management purposes, using renewable 
technologies (e.g solar energy), amending the Building Code 
accordingly (DoE, PWD, VCCI, PPU, private sector) 

 

PO 4 Sustainable business opportunities exist and are growing  
 Develop and implement eco- and low-impact tourism guidelines 

and labeling (ranking), including socio-economic and cultural 
factors (DoTou, DEPC, private sector) 

 Promote and enable eco and low-impact tourism economic 
opportunities for the conservation of priority habitats (e.g. forests 
and coral reefs) (DEPC, DoF, VFD, DoTou) 

                                                      
13 Solid waste characterization Survey started in 2011, focusing on solid waste only (Port Vila and 
Luganville). It is planned to conduct waste characterization in all the provinces, as stated in the Waste 
Management Bill and Strategy. 
14 Awareness campaigns with Wan Smol Bag and NGOs. Current work with communities, especially for 
clean-up campaigns. 
15 Regulate through Product Stewardship Schemes where appropriate, on the importation, 
exportation, manufacture, use, storage or transportation of certain objects, substances or things which 
may become waste. The Government may require a deposit in relation to certain objects, substances or 
things which may become waste to ensure their appropriate disposal by recycling or otherwise 
16 Focus initially on SO2, NOx  and VOC 
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 Revise the National Investment Policy setting out strategic 
directions for environmentally friendly and green investment (DoT, 
DoI) 

 Develop a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) policy that defines the 
objectives of pursuing PPPs, guides a transparent selection of the 
projects to be developed, and establishes environmental principles 
that govern project implementation (DoT, DEPC, private sector) 

 Promote and enable environmentally friendly value adding 
activities and businesses in agriculture/forestry/fisheries and 
disincentivize extractive non renewable trade in raw goods (All 
productive sectors, DEPC, DoT, private sector) 

 Promote and enable foreign exchange earnings through carbon 
trading (e.g. Clean Development Mechanism or REDD+) (DEPC, 
DoF, PMO, DoT, DSPPAC) 

 Promote and enable private sector investment in environmental 
development initiatives (All agencies involved in environmental 
development initiatives and private sector) 

 Develop voluntary agreements between government and industry 
to overcome resistance to investing in improved energy efficiency 
(contracts including targets, commitments and timeframes) and 
develop advantageous grant schemes with financial institutions 
(DoE, private sector) 

 Mandate that utility companies must cater for the payment feed-in 
tariffs for electricity generated by renewable sources17 (DoE, 
Private sector) 

 Enable specialization in trade areas of comparative advantage and 
environmental sustainability (organic, low carbon etc) (DoT, VCCI) 

 Prioritize environmental sustainability in negotiations around 
Vanuatu’s trade interests at international and regional levels 
(DEPC, DoT) 

 Maximize the sustainable benefits from tuna economic 
development, thereby also providing enough fish for food security 
and optimizing the number of livelihoods supported as stated in 
the Tuna Management Plan18 (VFD) 

 Increasing fish supply in urban areas through landings of tuna and 
the development of aquaculture as recommended in the 
Aquaculture Development Plan 2008-2013 (VFD) 

 Sustainably expand the productivity of key sectors (planted forests, 
aquaculture, integrated livestock, organic agriculture) to meet food 
security needs, avoid costly imports, and relieve harvest pressure 
from wild natural ecosystems (DEPC, Productive sectors, DoT, 
DSPPAC) 

 Ensure that development assistance comes with government set 
environmental safeguards and conditionalities (as 8.2 percent of 

                                                      
17 See Annex, Energy 
18 « Ensure that the exploitation of the tuna resources (…) is compatible with the sustainability of the 
stocks throughout their range and (…) contribute to the food security of ni-Vanuatu (Objectives of the 
Tuna Management Plan) 
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GDP in 2009 was comprised of foreign aid) (DEPC and all agencies 
receiving development aid) 

 

PO 5 Planning for Green Growth is integrated across sectors and strives towards balanced 
and sustainable development 

 Support and expand implementation of the Integrated Coastal 
Management Framework at all levels, especially provisions on 
coastal resource management and ecosystem services (VFD, DEPC) 

 Create partnerships and multi entity working groups to tackle 
environment planning (DOT,DEPC,PVMC, SLGC /JICA/WSB for Port 
Vila greening)  

 Develop and enable the promotion of environmental planning 
through awareness programs in media (radio, TV) chiefly and local 
government systems and schools to keep our communities clean 
and green (DEPC, DoEdu, Media) 

 Require that donors’ interventions in power generation is 
exclusively focused on renewable sources (in line with the national 
energy road-map and the broader climate change agenda) (DoE, 
DSPPAC) 

 Ensure that all government policies and frameworks (e.g. energy 
sector framework) outline their consideration of environmental 
issues, indigenous peoples’ rights, land issues, and resource rights 
(All agencies involved in these kind of (infrastructure) development 
projects) 

 Make smart and sound government concessions on taxes and tariffs 
of specific products related to Customs (import/export) and 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS)19 procedures that enable green 
and environmentally sound development (DoB, DEPC, DoC) 
 
 

 

Conservation of Biological, Ecosystem, Genetic, Human and Cultural Diversity  
 

Conservation is understood as the sustainable use of natural resources, or consumption 
at a rate lower than their replacement rate. The focus of conservation is on the needs 
and interests of people, including biological, cultural, recreational and economic needs. 
 
A broad interpretation of biodiversity is the ‘variability among living organisms from all 
sources including, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological 

                                                      
19 Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) procedures set constraints on food safety and animal and plant health 
with respect to imported pests and diseases. However, it can also be a technical trade barrier to keep out 
foreign competitors. 
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complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within species, between species 
and of ecosystems’. 20  

The broad biodiversity within the Republic of Vanuatu is declining, due in part to 
inappropriate land use practices, invasive species, mining, overexploitation of natural 
resources, pollution, climate change and multiple other factors.  Loss of biodiversity is 
severely affecting the livelihoods of rural and urban populations.  

An integral part of the goal of Green Growth for the Republic of Vanuatu is the goal to 
enhance biodiversity conservation, and avoid loss of biodiversity. To effectively enhance 
biodiversity conservation, a fully inclusive and coordinated approach is required.  Of 
crucial importance is the maintenance of traditional and local knowledge and practices 
as ultimately it is the resource owners and users at the island and village levels who 
undertake biodiversity conservation and resource management. 

 

PO 1 Biodiversity management areas are locally established throughout the country and 
maintained and supported at the national and provincial levels  

 Create a national framework for the establishment of locally managed 
terrestrial and marine Protected Areas (PAs) and increase their 
number through national management and planning; legislation21 
concerning protected areas is to be revised to establish a single, cross-
sector mechanism for the registration of those areas (DEPC, VFD, DoF) 

 Develop a national and single accessible database for all protected area 
management plans (DEPC, DoF, ICT) 

 Promote and further utilise existing options22 to recognise land and 
marine PAs (e.g. CCA registration under the EPC Act) (DEPC, DoF, VFD) 

 Develop promotional campaigns on locally managed Marine Protection 
Areas (MPAs) and community conservation areas (CCAs) by 
supporting traditional mechanisms in the establishment those areas 
and raise awareness within communities on their biological and 
environmental importance (community based conservation) (DEPC, 
DoF, VFD) 

 Publish and promote the current list of Community Conservation Areas 
registered through the DEPC and increase efforts and financial and/or 
logistical support for these initiatives (DEPC, DoF, DoFin, PMO) 

 Identify, establish and strengthen conservation networks, initiatives 
and partnerships among national and local governments, communities 
and the private sector (DEPC, DoF, VFD, NGOs, Provinces, VCCC, VKS) 

 Protect and conserve high value, unique, rare or endemic non-wood 
forest species (follow current EPC Act on national guidelines) (DEPC, 
DoF) 

                                                      
20 Convention on the Biological Diversity, Article 2 
21 Fisheries Act, Forestry Act, VKS Bill, EPC Act 
22 Top down approach (government identifying a vulnerable or biologically diverse area; or bottom-up 
approach (community expressing the wish to protect a certain area for a specific period of time : taboo 
area) 
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 Map out biodiversity hotspots and critical ecosystems in Vanuatu, and 
use this mapping exercise to prioritize management area 
establishment and support (DoF, DEPC, DoL) 

 Support and enable the establishment of protected area 
demonstration/pilot projects on each island and in each province 
(DEPC, DoF, NGOs, DoPA, Provincial Councils, VCCC) 

 

PO 2 Forest ecosystems are protected and play a significant cultural, social and 
environmental role 

 Monitor and enforce the controls on commercial forestry operations as 
stated in the Forestry Act (part 6, Div 2); to be monitored by common 
DEPC/DoF officers within each province (DEPC, DoF) 

 Support and enforce the draft act on the commercial use of planted 
forest setting the regulations on the years and the size of trees before 
harvest (DEPC, DoF) 

 Strictly prohibit the conversion of natural forest to forest plantations 
and discourage the change of forest to other land uses (NFP, B5) (DoF) 

 Establish a forest monitoring system through the Productive Sector 
Board, with EIAs as a preliminary step (DoF) 

 Apply sustainable forest management approaches including REDD+ to 
reduce forest degradation and to maintain healthy forest ecosystems 
(DoF, NGOs) 

 Implement and enforce the Code of Logging Practice (DoF, DoI, DoT) 
 Expand the capacity, knowledge and skills of the forestry industry (e.g. 

specific training on EIA) to harvest planted forests with minimal 
environmental impacts; amend Code of Logging accordingly23 (DEPC, 
DoF) 

 Enforce the protection status of conservation areas (chiefs, 
landowners, province) and further establish forest conservation areas 
to contribute to carbon storage (NFP, K23) (DoF) 

 Regulate the collection and export of forest biological materials  
 Implement a permit system for collection and export of biological 

materials from forests (NFP, X65) (DoF) 
 Utilize market-based approaches to protect and enhance (forest) 

ecosystem services (DEPC, DoF, DoT, DoTou) 
o Carbon sequestration (REDD+)24 
o Eco-tourism (through access fees and permits) 
o Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) 

 

PO 3 Endangered, threatened or endemic biodiversity and ecosystems are managed locally 
and maintained and supported at the national and provincial levels 

 Consolidate and protect current reef fisheries benefits by enforcing the 
consolidated Fisheries Regulation of 2009 (regulating the size of 

                                                      
23 N.B.: The Code of Logging only regulates the harvest of natural forest. 
24 The REDD+ Committee is currently applying for new funds to undertake a forest inventory for 
identifying appropriate sites as well as to further develop the scheme. 
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marine resources) and developing new regulations on fishing gears 
and methods (VFD) 

 Develop and implement management plans at all levels for 
endangered, threatened or endemic biodiversity and ecosystems (e.g. 
wetlands, mangrove forests, endemic trees, seagrass, seamounts and 
other important marine habitats)  (DEPC, DoF, VFD) 

 Strengthen national capacity to adopt and implement animal health 
and biosecurity measures, including monitoring, detecting and 
reporting diseases and preventative measures against new pathogens 
or invasive species (DoB, DEPC, DoLiv) 

 Promote and implement the Bio-safety Framework (DEPC, DoB) 
 Develop and maintain a National Biodiversity Inventory (DEPC, DoF, 

NGOs) 
 
 

PO4 Biodiversity focused legislation, policies, plans and strategies exist and are 
implemented and/or biodiversity conservation issues are fully mainstreamed into other 
planning documents.    

 Develop and regularly revise the national biodiversity strategy and 
action plan (NFP, I21) (DEPC, DoF) 

 Develop a National Invasive species strategy to manage, control and 
eradicate harmful invasive species and streamline responsibility for 
invasive species awareness, currently undertaken by multiple agencies 
and sub agencies (NBSAP)25 (DEPC, DoB, DoF) 

 Review and publish the State of Environment Reports and increase 
their frequency to at least every five years (not ten) (DEPC) 

 Develop specific regulations and other acts and orders for the 
management of priority species (DEPC) 

 Assist and support the revision of the Fisheries Act to take into account 
environmental impacts and new commercial/industrial pressures that 
were not accounted for when the legislation was developed (DEPC, 
VFD) 

 Ensure that environmental issues are included in a revision of the 
National Aquaculture Development Plan (DEPC, VFD) 
 

PO 5 Traditional knowledge and practices related to biodiversity conservation are used 
and promoted and are of high research priority 

 Incorporate kastom practices and customary rights into biodiversity 
conservation and management plans at all levels (DEPC, VKS, DoF, 
NGOs) 

 Promote and enable initiatives and projects that utilize and promote 
traditional knowledge and skills for biodiversity conservation (e.g. 
planting of endemic food crops and trees) and develop a single 
database making publically available traditional knowledge on 
biodiversity and conservation (DEPC, DoF, VKS, VCC, FSA)  

                                                      
25 See Annex on Invasive Species : tracking the project’s progress 
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 Merge the Scientific Research Council (called for in the NBCS), the 
Biodiversity Advisory Council (EPCA) and the National Cultural 
Research Council into a single entity to avoid overlapping policy 
directives regarding the oversight of traditional knowledge, bio-
prospecting and environmental research (VKS, ?) 

 Build a database to manage, protect and disseminate Ni-Vanuatu 
intellectual property as it relates to environmental practices (in-line 
with NBCS) (VKS, DEPC) 
 
 

 

Climate change 
 

Ranked as the world’s most vulnerable country to natural disasters and climate 
change26, Vanuatu is already experiencing and facing many negative environmental 
impacts. The National Adaptation Programme for Action (NAPA) of 2006 identified that 
water, coastal zone resources, agriculture and health sectors are the most affected under 
current climatic conditions and the highest priority for adaptation focus. Due to the 
strong natural-resource focus on adaptation, it is critical that the NEP provide incentives 
for both environmentally sound and climate resilient development. .  

The National Climate Change & Disaster Risk Reduction Policy (expected to be finalized 
in 2013) aims to strengthen the infrastructure necessary for achieving common and 
broad climate change and disaster risk reduction objectives. The National Climate 
Change & Disaster Risk Reduction Action Plan, expected to be developed in 2014, will 
provide a set of prioritized climate change adaptation and mitigation and disaster risk 
reduction initiatives aimed at increasing community and sectoral resilience. This NEP 
fully supports the implementation of the policy and action plan, while adding directives 
aimed at ecosystem-based adaptation and environmentally sound climate resilience.   

 

PO 1 Climate change adaptation initiatives are designed and implemented according to 
sound Ecosystem-Based Adaptation approaches27  

 Promote climate-smart agriculture practices that take into consideration land 
suitability, upstream and downstream impacts and environmental 
sustainability (DEPC, DARD) 

 Promote the re-diversification of crops and trees that hold climate resilience 
and contribute important ecosystem services  (DEPC, DARD)  

 Expand and explore local, provincial and national participation and 
involvement in climate change mitigation programs that enhance ecosystem 
functioning such as REDD+ (DEPC, DoF, VMGD, NDMO, NAB, PMU) 

                                                      
26 UNCTD, Vulnerability Porfile of Vanuatu, March 2012, 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp/ldc/profile/vulnerability_profile_vanuatu_2012.p
df  
27 Funding opportunity: International Climate Initiative Project : « Natural Solutions to Climate Change in 
Pacific Islands Region : Implementing Ecosystem-based Adaptation » (project to start in October 2013) 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp/ldc/profile/vulnerability_profile_vanuatu_2012.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp/ldc/profile/vulnerability_profile_vanuatu_2012.pdf


 Collect and share data on best practice ecosystem-based adaptation strategies 
with specific focus on environmental impacts (DEPC, DoF, VMGD, NDMO, NAB, 
PMU) 

 Prioritize climate adaptation techniques that have simultaneously positive 
impacts on local ecosystems (e.g. agroforestry techniques that also restore 
critical water catchment areas) (DEPC, DoF, DARD and all agencies concerned) 

 Develop awareness campaigns and trainings for all stakeholders on the 
importance of ecosystem-based adaptation (DEPC, DoF, DARD, DoLiv, VFD, 
VKS, NAB, NDMO) 

 Promote and enable ecosystem-based adaptation that is rooted in traditional 
practices (DEPC, DoF, DARD, DoLiv, VFD, VKS, NAB, NDMO) 

 Support increased and tailored research on ecosystem based adaptation, 
commencing with a review of existing and future research priorities (DEPC, 
DoF, DARD, DoLiv, VFD, VKS, NAB, NDMO) 
  

PO 2 Climate change policies programs, initiatives and projects do not negatively impact 
on environmental integrity  

 Introduction and improvement of climate resilient crops for cultivations by 
local farmers and preservation and improvement of local and endemic crops 
that hold climate resilience and climate suitability (DARD, VARTC, FSA, DEPC) 

 Collect and share data on the revitalization and introduction of climate 
resilient plant and animal species and their environmental impacts (DARD, 
VARTC, DEPC) 

 Collect and share information on plant and animal varieties adapted to local 
environmental conditions and support the activities of the Farmer’s Support 
Association (FSA) (DARD, VARTC, DEPC) 

 Ensure that Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessments (V&A) and the 
resultant recommendations include environmental considerations (DEPC, 
DoL, PPU) 

 Ensure that climate change elements in school curricula highlight potential 
environmental threats and opportunities within development (DEPC, DoEdu) 

 Support increased and tailored research on environmental impacts of climate 
change policies and projects, commencing with a review of existing and future 
research priorities (NAB, PMU, VNCCC, VKS, DEPC, VMGD, NDMO) 

 Mandate that climate projects and programs utilize available seasonal 
outlooks and long-term forecasts in order to minimize resultant 
environmental damage or impacts (e.g. manage use of reefs when high surface 
temperatures are likely to cause coral bleaching, time the construction of 
infrastructure projects such as road construction to minimize runoff (NAB, 
PMU, VNCCC, VKS, DEPC, VMGD, NDMO) 

 Mandate that climate change projects undertake regular monitoring on the 
environmental impacts of their interventions (DEPC) 

 Ensure that national climate change monitoring and evaluation frameworks 
include environmental indicators (DEPC) 

 

 



PO3 The National Climate Change & Disaster Risk Reduction Policy and National CCA & 
DRR Action Plan  is fully implemented  

 Ensure that DEPC plays a facilitating role in creating the “enabling 
environment” for the implementation of the National Climate Change & 
Disaster Risk Reduction Policy and its Action Plan and providing a 
coordinated vision on environmental issues and activities (DEPC) 

 Support the NAB and PMU in articulating national goals and the government’s 
priorities in terms of climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction to 
find the appropriate funding opportunities 

 Enhance communication, collaboration and harmonization among the DEPC, 
the NAB and the PMU and centralize all climate change and environment-
related activities 

 

 

 

Sustainable Resource management 
 
Sustainable resource management (SRM) traditionally deals with the protection of all 
natural resources, also focusing on how social systems and different sectors affect the 
environment. To sustainably manage resources, it is necessary to look at how we use 
and should use them and how they can be best preserved and protected to ensure their 
long-term availability. Environmental conservation is therefore strongly linked to 
sustainable resource management. 
 
In Vanuatu and throughout the Pacific region, the natural resource base underpins both 
the social, cultural and economic well being of the population. The Environment 
Management and Conservation Act (EPCA) of 2002 mandates compulsory 
Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) for all development projects likely to impact 
on the country’s natural resources. Sustainable Resource Management will depend on 
rigorous and effective enforcement of EPCA Act. 
 
Sustainable resource management entails preservation of ecosystem services that are 
essential for enabling human habitation and economic activity. The Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment report of 2005 distinguishes four categories of environmental 
and ecosystem services including supporting, provisioning, regulating and cultural 
services.  
 
Over-exploitation of natural resources leads to the depletion of traditional food sources 
and security, also affecting traditional social support systems and traditional husbandry 
practices (MSG, 2012).  This NEP aims to strike balance between utilization and the 
conservation of land and marine resources to meet the needs of the population, 
conserve biological diversity, meet climate change challenges as well as protect 
traditional values and systems. 
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PO 1 Tools and approaches that enable sustainable resource management are fully 
implemented and complied with.  

 Promote and utilize the concepts of ‘primary fisheries management’, 
‘sustainable forest management’, ‘sustainable land management’ and 
‘ecosystem based management’ to manage commercially exploited 
natural resources and maintain their potential for replenishment 
(DEPC, DARD, DoF, DoL, VFD) 

 Promote the use of protected areas, spatial and temporal closures, gear 
and size restrictions28 in Ecosystem-based Approaches (EBA)29 as an 
integral part of natural resource management strategies  (DEPC, DoF) 

 Develop and implement silvopastoral system (SPS) guidelines, 
including guidelines on natural and assisted regeneration (NFP, C9) 
(DARD, DoLiv, DEPC) 

 Establish sustainable resource management demonstration/pilot 
projects (e.g. silvopastoral and integrated agriculture projects to 
manage native forests, improve biodiversity (conservation), enhance 
carbon sequestration, increase productivity and reclaim degraded 
soils) (DoF, DEPC) 

 Widely publicize the existing EIA processes and requirements, with a 
view to decentralizing, encouraging and increasing demands for 
impact assessments (DEPC) 

 Develop and implement a centralized information management system 
to house all information and efforts related to the assessment of 
terrestrial & marine environments, environmental health, quality and 
production (DEPC, VFD, DoF) 

 Establish clear operating procedures and processes for reporting on 
and responding to environmental complaints, issues and hazards, with 
a view to encouraging stakeholder communication and addressing 
potential issues before they arise (e.g. developing contingency and 
emergency plans for dealing with oil spills, pollution, and hazardous 
waste in the country’s key harbors and ports as well as developing 
shipwreck guidelines and defining the roles and responsibilities) 
(DEPC, VFD, PHD, PWD, PPU, DoL) 

 Revise and clarify the current Environmental Impact Assessment 
processes (e.g. agency responsibility and development exemptions) 
(DEPC) 

 Devise a cross sectoral M&E system for sustainable resource 
management, with measurable and verifiable indicators that are 
already being (or could easily be) collected by multiple stakeholders 
(DEPC) 
 

                                                      
28 Legislation on gear restrictions to be expanded and revised from the Fisheries Regulations 2009 
29 Potential funding: International Climate Initiative Project : « Natural Solutions to Climate Change in 
Pacific Islands Region : Implementing Ecosystem-based Adaptation » (project to start in October 2013) 
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 PO 2 Incentives and disincentives are in place and balanced to promote sustainable 
resource management  

 Provide economic incentives to stakeholders (private sector, investors, 
communities etc) in order to encourage sound resource management 
and reverse unsustainable decision-making and environmental 
destruction (e.g. tax exemptions, expedited approval processes, 
preferential licensing, etc.) (DEPC, DoT, Provinces, Local authorities) 

 Include Strategic Environmental Assessments in the EIA processes 
(DEPC) 

 Enforce the EPC Act; exact and record penalties for infringements 
(DEPC)  

 Develop mechanisms to link the granting of extractive licenses to 
environmental performance and sustainability (e.g. EIA compliance, 
harvest quotas etc) (DEPC) 

 Strictly monitor all extractive industry and develop rigid compliance 
mechanisms (e.g. fines) to conserve and manage finite resources 
(DEPC, DoGMW, DoE) 

 Explore the opportunities to create an Environmental Thrust Fund to 
compensate and offset current, cumulative and long term impacts of 
investments (DEPC, PMO) 
 

 

PO 3 Environmentally sound land use planning forms the basis of all development 
decision-making 

 Revise existing national land use policies and plans30 to ensure that 
environmental issues are paramount to decision making (e.g. within 
lease approval process) (DoL, PPU) 

 Develop sustainable land-use management plans at national, provincial 
and local levels (enforced land-use maps for all major islands) and 
ensure that environmental issues are integrated (DoL)  

 Where practical, delegate roles and responsibilities for environmental 
planning support to the private sector and civil society (DoL, NGOs) 

 Establish a an Environmental Sustainability Thematic Working Group 
(TWG) under the Land Sector Framework LSF with an objective to 
implement key environmental strategies and activities under LSF and 
NEP (DEPC, DoL) 

 Include in DEPC’s corporate and business plans the following 
responsibilities: (DEPC) 

o Attend Vanuatu Land Governance Committee (VLGC) meetings 
o Assign staff roles and responsibilities for LSF implementation 
o Advise on and support collection/analysis/reporting of LSF 

environmental indicators   
o Assign staff role to attend and contribute to Land Use Planning 

& Zoning Thematic Working Group, specifically to ensure that 

                                                      
30 National Land Use Policy, Physical Planning Act, Foreshore development Act, Land Leases Act 



environmental issues are adequately considered in the planning 
process.  

 Work with international partners (e.g. IUCN) to develop a Vanuatu-
appropriate model community land use and land management plan 
that fully considers long-term environmental impacts on development, 
which could be used as a guide for other partners (government, private 
sector and civil society) using and modifying existing planning tools 
(CARMAP) wherever possible (DoL, DEPC, International organisations 
and partners) 

 Ensure that up to date and regularly revised maps of highly sensitive 
environmental areas are available to development decision makers 
(DEPC, DoL) 

 Integrate environmental impacts and climate and disaster risk 
assessments into land use planning processes to avoid unacceptable 
levels of risk and vulnerability to livelihoods and ecosystems (through 
EIAs and cost benefit analyses) (VMGD, PPU, DoL, DEPC, DoF) 

 

PO4 Vulnerable watersheds, catchments and freshwater resources are well managed and 
protected.  

 Implement the National Water Strategy (DoGMW) 
 Develop enforceable management plans for all critical watersheds and 

catchments involving all stakeholders at all levels (DoGMW) 
 Identify critical watersheds and water catchment areas, in cooperation 

with Provinces, NGOs, etc., and protect at least 5-10 major rivers on 
each island (DoGMW, DEPC) 

 Establish buffer zones around sensitive watersheds and catchments 
and undertake proactive management (e.g. undertake enrichment 
forest planting (NFP, J22)) (DEPC, DoF, DoGMW) 

 Build capacity on watershed catchment management principles among 
relevant government, civil society and customary authorities (DEPC, 
VCC, DoGMW) 

PO5 Development of mineral resources proceeds in a sustainable manner that limits land 
degradation and prevents downstream environmental damage 

 Regulate and enforce licensing requirements and EIAs for all mining 
activities at all levels (DEPC) 

 Develop regulations for deep-sea mining and geothermal activities and 
operate to international best practices (DEPC, DoGMW) 

 Implement a total ban on coastal sand extraction by the end of 2013 
and allow operators to do in-land instead of coastal sand extraction 
(DEPC, DoGMW, Shefa Province, DoPA) 

PO6 The primary terrestrial productive sectors develop in a competitive and 
sustainable manner  

 Provide the right incentives for environmentally sound (agriculture) 
development by elaborating feasible strategies on how to sustainably 
increase agricultural production (cropping calendar, seasons, 
intercropping, sustainable land tenure, etc.) (DARD, DEPC, VARTC) 

stefanieh
Highlight

stefanieh
Highlight



 Promote the widespread adoption of integrated production 
approaches linking agricultural, forestry, biosecurity and livestock 
activities (DARD, DoLiv, DoF) 

 Focus production on environmentally-friendly, high-value, niche 
markets (e.g. organic, low-carbon etc) 

 Develop environmental impact guidelines for key productive 
industries  (e.g. livestock guidelines on waste disposal and location of 
livestock facilities) (DARD, DoLiv, DoF, DEPC) 

 Develop guidelines to support the EIA process for both large 
commercial and small scale subsistence productive activities (DEPC) 

 Regenerate and revitalize productive areas as part of ongoing 
management (e.g rehabilitate old coconut plantations) (DoF, DoL, 
DEPC) 

 Require the application of cost benefit analyses of proposed large scale 
production systems to assess environmental costs and impacts (DoT, 
DEPC) 

 Develop productive sector training programs that equitably balance 
concepts of production, sustainability, and environmental maintenance 
(DARD, DoLiv, DEPC) 
 
 

PO7 The fisheries sectors develops in a sustainable manner that values the protection and 
conservation of finite marine and freshwater resources  

 Empower and support communities to develop and enforce 
appropriate marine and coral reef conservation measures (VFD, DoPA, 
Provinces, NGOs) 

 Review and revise institutional mandates to remove duplications and 
address gaps in Environment and Fisheries policies and legislations 
(e.g. fold the Foreshore Development Act and the Maritime Zone Act 
into the EPCA 2002)31 (VFD, DEPC) 

 Locating the most effective and environmentally appropriate locations 
throughout the islands for the placement of Fish Aggregating Devices 
FADs (DEPC to assist and work with VFD and Ports & Harbour to 
deliver maps for ship pathways) and ensure the use of eco-friendly 
materials for FADs (VFD) 

 Map the locations and area extent of seagrass, mangrove and coral reef 
habitats across Vanuatu (DEPC, VFD) 

 Implement regular monitoring of coral reefs (6 miles reef protection in 
vulnerable areas), mangrove and seagrass areas by scientific, national 
government and local actors (VFD) 

 Establish catch quotas and size limits based on stock availability, 
biodiversity value and also environmental services fulfilled by targeted 

                                                      
31 Both documents have overlapping jurisdiction that ignores the consent of traditional landowners and 
does not define the licensing regulatory environment of Vanuatu’s coastline. All projects pertaining to 
coastal development should be authorized through a single approach, the EPCA 2002 EIA. 
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species (VFD) and ban the landings of over-harvested species (e.g. 
Marlins, Billfish, etc.) 

 

PO 8 Degradation and erosion of foreshore and coastal areas is minimal and rehabilitation 
is commonplace  

 Expand programs focused on replanting of mangroves and 
rehabilitation of coastal habitats by all actors at all levels (DEPC 
(MESCAL), NGOs)  

 Identify erosion geographic hotspots and opportunities for species-
specific replanting and rehabilitation (VFD,DEPC) 

 Prioritize the maintenance and protection of pristine and uneroding 
coastal habitats  (VFD, DEPC) 

 Develop a system to evaluate local and national coastal management 
schemes for their effectiveness and impact (VFD, DEPC, DoL) 

 Prevent building infrastructure in low-lying areas that may be prone to 
erosion or that are suitable for shoreward migration of coastal habitats 
(e.g. mangroves) (PWD, PPU, DEPC) 

 

 

Environmental Governance 
 

Environmental governance includes the multi-level interactions among the state, the 
market and civil society, in the formulation and implementation of policies in response 
to environment-related demands and inputs for the purpose of attaining 
environmentally-sustainable development (2008)32. Environmental governance 
encompasses the connection of people to the ecosystems in which they live.  The 
environment in these terms includes urban areas and rural communities as well as 
economic and political factors, embedding this system in all levels of decision-making 
and action. 

The policy objectives and directives considered under this goal aim to improve the 
environmental decision making institutions and the coordination mechanisms among all 
the stakeholders.  This goal also aims to effectively and creatively increase 
environmental capacity, knowledge and awareness.  

 

PO 1 Strong environmental communication and coordination mechanisms among national 
and local government, civil society, the private sector and communities are established 

 Re-enforce the cooperation between the Department of Biosecurity 
and DEPC to prevent and control the multiplication and spread of plant 
pests and diseases (MOU) 

 Develop and implement data sharing processes among DEPC and Dept 
of Lands/Physical Planning Unit/ Ministry of Internal Affairs 

                                                      
32 UNEP, 2008 



 Ensure DEPC sits on major development boards, councils, groups and 
committees (eg. National Advisory Board on Climate Change & Disaster 
Risk Reduction, Food Security and Agriculture cluster)  

 Develop MOUs and hold regular steering meetings with key 
environment-focused departments (Forestry, Agriculture, Fisheries, 
Geology & Mines, Lands etc). 

 Develop MOUs and hold regular steering meetings with key agencies 
involved in environmentally hazardous activities (e.g. petroleum 
distribution, waste management) 

 Develop an environmental liaison position within DEPC to coordinate 
interdepartmental cooperation 

 Create and establish a Productive Sector Board comprising DARD, 
Livestock Dept, Lands Dept, Forestry, Biosecurity, Fisheries and DEPC, 
co-chaired by DEPC and DoL in their functions as cross-sectoral 
agencies within the productive sectors 

 Participate actively in the NISTAC meetings and deliverables and push 
the development of a National Invasive Species Strategy33 

 Establish environment-related MOUs with provincial Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) 

 Establish environment-related MOUs among governments,  civil 
society, commercial cooperatives, private sector and communities to 
ensure adequate environmental governance 

 Develop an MOU with the National Christian Council of Churches 
(NCCC) to further develop the community networks and reach out to 
all the communities throughout Vanuatu’s islands 

 Strengthen provincial governments and municipalities, clarifying their 
roles and responsibilities for environmental service delivery 

 Provide incentives to projects and programs that actively publicize and 
disseminate information about best-practice environment and 
sustainable development initiatives  

 Examine options for incorporating environmental issues into kastom 
judicial systems 

 DEPC to spearhead quarterly meetings between all its partners to 
outline each governing body’s responsibilities and eliminate overlap 
with the overall objective of greening the nation’s economy 

 Review the new Ministries’ structure to better align functions and 
activities within government agencies (DEPC) 

 

PO 2 Environmental stakeholders broadly aware of and have the capacity to participate 
and engage in environmental management and sustainable development activities 

 Increase the number of environmental extension officers in the 
different provinces to better report and monitor on ground activities 
and identify pressing issues (DEPC, DoFin, PMO) 

                                                      
33 NISTAC : National Invasive Species Technical and Advisory Committee composed of various natural 
resource-related stakeholders ; see Annex for more information 
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 Review national human resources development policy to ensure that 
environmental capacity and skills training meet private sector needs 
(DEPC, DoI, DoT) 

 Update the NEP as the gender policy is finalized and mainstream 
gender considerations into the policy’s activities (DoWA, DoEdu, DEPC) 
 

PO 3 Environmental monitoring, evaluation and research highly relevant with open and 
transparent data sharing among agencies  

 Develop and implement data sharing processes among environmental 
data collectors and stakeholders   

 Centralize approval and coordination process for all environmental 
research activities (e.g. Review and revive National Research Council 
proposal).  

 Reduce uncertainty and increase accuracy of data collection and M&E 
of environmental and green growth indicators 

 Centralize all GIS and environmental data into a single shared database  
(DEPC, DoF, DoL, VFD) 

 Place strong emphasis on monitoring and evaluation and in preparing 
the Annual Development Report in order to track performance in 
environmental sector (DEPC) 

 Provide a high-level mandate for the offices of Auditor-General and 
Ombudsman to consider and report on environmental issues (DEPC) 

 Ensure that strong mechanisms exist to regularly demonstrate that 
environmental policy objectives are being achieved (DEPC) 

 Develop and systematically coordinate the collection of environmental 
baseline and M&E data for pre-defined indicators (including those 
indicators collected through government and non-government 
stakeholders) (DEPC) 

 Enhance capacities and engagement of stakeholders to improve 
environmental management (DEPC) 

 Strengthen awareness and enforcement of environmental legislation 
(DEPC) 
 

PO 4 Vanuatu has a high institutional capacity to meet its environmental obligations 
within international conventions and treaties (CBD, UNFCCC, etc.) 

 Pursue cooperation with the other Pacific Island States through 
membership and environmental dialogue in the Pacific Islands Forum 
(PIF), the Secretariat Pacific Community (SPC), Secretariat of the 
Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP) and the Melanesian 
Spearhead Group (MSG). 

 Undertake regular training and capacity building with Vanuatu’s 
diplomatic missions as regards environmental sustainability and green 
growth (DEPC) 

 Take advantage of Strategic Climate Funds (e.g. increasing the use of 
renewable energy) (DEPC) 

 Review and revision of Vanuatu’s international treaties and access 
agreements to document and evaluate environmental obligations 
(DEPC, PMO, DoFA) 
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 Ensure that management of waste will conform and comply with all 
relevant national and international conventions and legal 
requirements (ensure all obligations to the Basel, Rotterdam and 
Stockholm Conventions are met) (DEPC) 

 Develop more awareness on the different international treaties and 
stress Vanuatu’s obligations and opportunities under each of those 
treaties  

 Increase the national project management capacity to implement 
the targets of international treaties (DEPC) 

 Undertake a cost-benefit analysis before ratifying any new 
multilateral agreement or becoming membership to any new 
regional and/or international organisation 

 

PO 5 Sound, realistic and viable budgets and finance is available and well managed that 
support the DEPC and nation-wide environmental initiatives 

 Minimize fragmentation of donor activities by implementing sector 
wide approach (SWAP) (DEPC and all government agencies) 

 Attract donor agencies’ support through timely reports and better 
project coordination and implementation, (to be notably improved 
through the creation of a Productive Sector Board)  

 Build new revenue streams for the DEPC (e.g. NBCS34 calls for 1000 vt 
environmental management levy on all visitors to Vanuatu) 

 Catalogue and analyse the effectiveness of past and present funding 
sources and strategies (DEPC) 

 Minimize environmental budget shortfalls by developing Medium 
Term Expenditure Frameworks (MTEFs) (DEPC) 

 Improve DEPC budget submissions by emphasizing provision of 
sufficient information to justify increases in budgets (DEPC) 

 Ensure a minimal operational budget of 20 000 000 vatus (PMO) 

PO6 Educate the People of Vanuatu on the national environmental challenges 

 Incorporate Vanuatu-appropriate environmental education topics into 
formal school curricula (DEPC, DoEdu, VITE) 

 Develop and refine learning tools and teaching materials on 
environmental challenges in community development activities (DEPC, 
NGOs, NCC, VKS) 

 Launch nation-wide environment trainings and educational programs 
(DEPC, DoEdu, NGOs) 

 

PO 7 ICT, information and communication 

 Support the SD component of the ICT Policy 
 Explore the opportunities of ICT use to disseminate information and create 

environment databases 

                                                      
34 NBCS : National Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 



APPENDICES 

 Roles & Responsibilities 
 Progress of started projects: ‘tracking progress’ 
 Timeline 
 Budgets/costing activities 

 

I. Tracking the progress of started projects 

National Invasive species strategy (funding from EU, GEF and AusAid) 

In Vanuatu, many alien invasive species have been introduced into the country and now 
becoming problematic and troublesome to the natural environment and human 
livelihood. These species include terrestrial and aquatic plants and animals. 

DEPC, Biosecurity and Live & Learn have been allocated with funds to address the issues 
of Alien Invasive Species (IAS). 

Farmers, community members and NGOs need to cooperate and combat the spreading 
of these Alien Invasive Species. However, to date, there is no specific law that governs 
the control and management of Invasive Species. The government of Vanuatu has not 
established a roadmap to combat them. 

NISTAC: National Invasive Species Technical and Advisory Committee, NISTAC (Bio-
security, Forestry, DARD, Fisheries, DEPC, Shefa, Customs, Live & Learn). Its role is to 
provide technical advices to three projects: 

1) Live & Learn Invasive Species Project 
2) DEPC-GEF Invasive Species Project  
3) Livestock and Quarantine Invasive Species Project 

Desktop review to be started in July 2013 (contracted consultants to assist process) 

- Awareness and inventories of invasive in the provinces 
- 2014: Elaboration of a National Strategy 
- GEF funding for the management of two invasive species in particular: 

o Fire ants ( 
o Big Leaf (Meremia Peltata) 

 

WASTE 

Campaigns, education and training on waste management 

To build the capacity of stakeholders to promote effective waste management  

Create opportunities to develop peoples understanding, skills and general capacity 
and to engage with them concerning environmentally sound waste management, 
including the potential impacts and consequences of poor management 



Support the processes to build institutional capacity concerning waste 
management. 

Implementation of the Waste Management Bill (supported and coordinated by NEP) 

Ensure that waste management concerns are appropriately addressed in existing 
waste management legislation, regulations, strategies, action plans and programs. 
 
Support the inclusion of waste management into appropriate existing governance 
structures such as taskforces or committees. 
Require regular reporting of data and information relating to waste management 
activities from individuals; agencies; institutions, groups or businesses involved 
and report annually on national disposal of wastes. 

Develop an appropriate monitoring and evaluation framework to ensure midterm 
review of the policy. 

 

ENERGY 

The Energy Roadmap has officially been endorsed in June 2013 and will be launched by 
August 2013 by the government and development partners. Implementation will mostly 
be executed by the private sector (UNELCO, PERNIX Ltd., etc.), whereas the required 
legislation and policies for implementing the Framework will be elaborated by the 
government and Energy Department. 

Projects and actions mentioned in the NEP (see GG and Clean Development Goal) that 
are already in the planning process: 

PD 1.3: A Support Officer has been hired within the Department of Energy to specifically 
work on Appliance Labelling. The project is called “Vanuatu Appliance Labelling 
Standard” and will be developed together with an Energy Efficiency Policy to focus on 
the import of energy saving appliances. 

PD 1.4: The MEPS to be developed by the Support Officer of the Energy Department and 
the National Coordinator. 

PD 1.8: Green certificates to be promoted and put in place by the Energy Department, 
PWD, Local Authority and DEPC 

PO3 

On PIES: Project concept note already drafted back in 2011 with AusAid funds. Needs to 
be reviewed, updated and implemented by the Department of Energy and its partners. 

PO4 

On feed-in tariffs: The special Act  on feed-in tariffs should be in place by 2015 and 
enforced by URA (Energy Roadmap, Grid section) 

 



GENDER  

Department of Women’s Affairs’ activities (mid-2013): 

 Mapping exercise with World Bank to assess the gender perspectives in 
government policies 

 Mapping exercise to feed a new Gender Policy focusing on three main aspects 
o Economic empowerment 
o Political participation/involvement 
o Gender based violence 

The Policy will give clear directions to each of these programmes. 

 The new gender cluster within NDMO ensures that the forthcoming Climate 
Change and Disaster Risk Reduction Policy and general NDMO activities are 
taking into account gender considerations as many of those programmes directly 
involve the participation of women 

 Gender often lacks mainstreaming in sectoral policies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

II. Existing environmental legislation of the Republic of Vanuatu 

 

Vanuatu’s constitution (1980) 

 

I. Legislation regulating the 
development of 
natural resources 

 

II. Laws protecting certain species 
or natural resource 

 

III. Environmental Policies/Strategies 
 

- Mines and Minerals Act 
- Petroleum (Prospecting and 

Production) Act 
- Geothermal Energy Act 
- Forestry Act 
- Fisheries Act 
- Foreshore Development Act 
- Pesticides Act 
- Physical Planning Act 1986 

 

- National Parks Act 
- Plant Protection Act 
- Animal Quarantine and 

Inspection Act 
- International Trade (Flora and 

Fauna) Act 
- Wild Bird Protection Act 
- Vanuatu Logging Practice Code 
- Maritime (Conventions) Act 
- Water Resources and 

Management Act 
- Convention on Biological 

Diversity Act 
- National Biodiversity Strategy & 

Action Plan 1999 
- Land Sector Framework 
- National Integrated Coastal 

Management Framework 2010 
 

- Environmental Management and Conservation 
Act No. 12 (2002)35 

- NAPA 
- Planning Long, Acting Short: the Government’s 

policy priorities for 2009-2012 
- Agriculture Policy Position 2013 
- National Climate change adaptation strategy 

2012-2022 
- DRR & DRM National Action Plan 2006-2016 
- National Water Strategy 2008-2018 
- DDR & Disaster Management National Action 

Plan 
- Forest Policy 2011 
- Land Use Planning Policy 
- Livestock Policy 
- Overarching Productive Sector Policy 
- Priority Action Agenda 2006-2018 

 

 

                                                      
35 Only legislation governing environmental protection of all natural resources in Vanuatu; it requires 

mandatory EIAs carried out for all developments that affect the environment before any local or national 

authority gives consent to developers and project proponents 




