


From Aichi Targets to SDG 14 

Supporting national stakeholders to manage and conserve  

marine and coastal biodiversity in five Pacific Island 
Countries 



Approach 

Integrating economic valuation of  

marine + coastal ecosystem services  

in development and  

conservation planning  

( Aichi Target 2) 

Inter-sectoral seascape level planning 

and adaptation of MMA, MPA & LMMA 

networks  

(Aichi Target 11) 

Effective approaches to area-based 

conservation and management  

(Aichi Target 14 + 15) 



Ocean-wide planning in 

Pacific Island countries 



Outline 
ÅIntroduction 

ÅTonga ï Ms Ana Fekau, Integrated Island Biodiversity 
Project Coordinator, GEF Pacific Alliance for Sustainability, 
Department of Environment, MEIDECC 

ÅSolomon Islands - Dr Melchior Mataki, Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Climate Change, 
Disaster Management and Meteorology 

ÅFiji - Mr Joshua Wycliffe, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Local Government, Housing and Environment 

ÅVanuatu - Mr Vatu Molisa, MACBIO Vanuatu Project 
Liaison Officer 



Tonga 

 
Tonga ï Ms Ana Fekau, Integrated Island 

Biodiversity Project Coordinator, GEF Pacific 
Alliance for Sustainability, Department of 

Environment, Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, 
Information, Disaster Management, 
Environment, Climate Change and 

Communication 

 



Tonga 

ÅIn July 2015, Cabinet decided to prepare a 

marine spatial plan (MSP) for Tonga 

ÅA cross-government Marine Spatial 

Planning Technical Working Group was 

established (seven Ministries: Ocean7) 

 

 



Tonga 

Work to date has included: 

1. Preparation of a workplan to 2020 

2. Definition of the vision & objectives for MSP 

3. A consultation strategy 

4. Analysis of legal basis for MSP 

5. Collation of spatial data 

6. Preliminary ocean zones to apply in the 
MSP 

7. Workshop to describe priority marine places 



Tonga 

Vision: 

 

Ecologically sustainable social and 

economic development of Tongaôs ocean 

for the benefit of all Tongans 

 



Tonga 

Ocean planning objectives were existing government 
objectives that a marine spatial plan could help 
achieve: 

ÅEnsure sustainable socio-economic development 
and use  

ÅEnsure food security  

ÅConserve biodiversity   

ÅMinimise conflicts between users 

ÅBuild climate change resilience and adaptation 

ÅProtect and rehabilitate the environment  

 

 



Tonga 

The consultation strategy includes: 

1. Communication objectives, messages, 
audiences and tools 

2. Consultation at all levels and across all 
sectors 

3. Three rounds of national consultation 
(two requiring face-to-face visits to 
communities nationally) 

4. Use of existing consultative mechanisms 

 



Tonga 

Legal basis for marine spatial planning: 

 

1. 91 instruments reviewed 

Main findings: 

1. Legislation, policies, strategies exist to 

support a MSP 

2. No overarching legislation or policy to 

provide coordination 

 



Tonga 

Legal analysis for marine spatial planning 

recommends: 

1. Overarching legislation be prepared 

2. Consideration of a central governance 

body for ocean management 

3. Consequent appropriate amendment to 

relevant Acts 

4. Revision of the Parks and Reserves Act 

1976 to establish and manage MPAs 

 



Tonga - data 

Over 140 open-source/publically available 
spatial datasets collated to date including: 

ÅPhysical: 73 (e.g. water quality, 
oceanography, boundaries, bathymetry) 

ÅBiological: 46 (e.g. species richness, habitat 
types/classifications, productivity) 

ÅUses: 24 (e.g. fishing, shipping, DSM, 
tourism) 

ÅRisks: 3 (e.g. cyclones, threats) 



NOTE: 

 

Islands and island 

groups 

 

Provisional EEZ 

boundary 

 

Bathymetry e.g. 

Tonga trench a key 

feature 



NOTE: 

Seabed Geomorphology  

[coloured areas e.g. 

seamounts=orange; 

canyons=red; 

ridges=purple] 

 

Important Bird and 

Biodiversity Areas 

[green circles] 

 

Ecologically and 

Biologically Significant 

Areas 

[orange outlines] 

 

Gazetted Marine 

Protected Areas 

[yellow areas] 



Some use information: 

 

Tuna harvest  

[graduated red grids] 

 

Vessel traffic 

[green lines cargo 

purple lines fishing] 

 

Domestic ferry routes 

[black/white dotted lines] 

 

Deep Sea Resource 

Exploration Leases 

[coloured blocks] 

 

Submarine Cables 

[red lines] 


